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Servicemen and women preparing for overseas deployments at Joint Base
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst could be training on a new state-of-the-art machine gun range as early
as next year if two area congressmen get their way.

  

U.S. Reps. John Adler and Rob Andrews announced Friday that $10 million for the proposed
firing range was included in the National Defense Authorization Bill that cleared the House
Armed Services Committee last week. The bill now heads to the full House for consideration.

  

Although still early in the process, both congressmen said they believe the inclusion of the
range in the authorization bill is a key first step.

  

"This is wonderful news for the joint base and another great step for our region and our nation
as far as national security," Adler, D-3rd of Cherry Hill, said Friday during a conference call
about the authorization for the proposed range.

  

"I have a high degree of confidence this will get funded," said Andrews, D-1st of Haddon
Heights, who also participated in the call along with Col. Gina Grosso, the joint base's
commander.
Advertisement

  

Grosso said the range would replace an existing training site on the base's Fort Dix portion and
would provide more versatile training to soldiers and Navy and Air Force personnel.

  

As many as 10,000 servicemen and women train at the joint base annually. Grosso said getting
them practice with various types of machine guns is crucial.

  

"They're used everywhere the military is deployed," she said. "They're essential for force
protection."

 1 / 2



Joint Base Has Firing Range In Its Sights- Burlington County Times

  

Andrews, who serves on the House Armed Services Committee, said the range would not
provide a major improvement in training on the joint base but would help protect the installation
from future base closings.

  

He noted that the joint base employs about 8,500 civilians.

  

"This is insurance. The facilities that are the most up-to-date are the ones that thrive and
survive," Andrews said.
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